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W88-0098.  Prins, Jacob (1898-1975). 
 Papers, 1925-1975.  4.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
  
 Hope College class of 1924; minister of the RCA and minister of 
evangelism, 1945-1959. His entire sermon collection; special addresses, 
personal papers, such as correspondence and call letters; pastoral 
records; materials he collected on infant baptism, evangelism and the 
spiritual life; orders of worship of Reformed Churches; radio messages, 
sermons on the Heidelberg Catechism and copies of articles he 
published.   
  
Accession No:  W88-0098 
Provenance:  Jacob Prins 
Donor:   Unknown 
Photographs:  17 images (Box 1) 
Processed by:   John Maassen, July 1998 
 
Biography 
 
 Throughout his ministry, Jacob Prins was known for his deep devotional life, his 
knowledge of the Bible, and his marked preaching ability.  Born in Fulton, Illinois, he graduated 
from Hope College, Holland, Michigan, in 1924.  He graduated from Western Theological 
Seminary in 1927 and received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from his Alma Mater in 
1943.  He served the following Reformed Church in America congregations:  Forest Grove, 
Hudsonville, Michigan (1927-1929); Calvary, Grand Rapids, Michigan (1929-1934); Second 
Pella, Iowa (1934-1938); Immanuel, Grand Rapids (1938-1945); and again at Forest Grove  from 
1959-1966.  He was elected president of the RCA General Synod in 1943 and served as the 
denomination’s minister of evangelism from 1945-1959.  In retirement he served as minister of 
visitation calling at First, Zeeland, Michigan.  He died in Holland, Michigan, on January 6, 1976.  
 
Scope and Content  
 
 The collection contains a lifetime of sermons preached with wide acceptance during a 
broad career.  A number of them are messages preached in the early days of radio.  There are 
booklets, many of which deal with the subject of evangelism.  Since Prins was the first to occupy 
the office of minister of evangelism in the RCA, these papers are of special historical 
significance.  Correspondence in the collection is primarily letters related to that ministry from 
all parts of the RCA, with special words of appreciation from Southern Normal School in 
Brewton, Alabama, where Prins conducted annual Religious Emphasis Weeks.  Prins kept 
meticulous records of his ministry not only recorded where and when sermons were preached, 
but also weddings, funerals, and baptisms.  Unique is a detailed record of miles traveled during 
his ministry. 
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Container List 
 
Box 1  
 
 Article for the Church Herald, “By the Way,” 1950 
 Auto mileage record, 1968-1973 
 Baccalaureate and Commencement messages, 1939, 1941 
 Bible Study, “Jesus’ Intercessory Prayer,” 1954 
 Biographical, 1959, 1975, n.d. 
 Booklets and Pamphlets, n.d. 
 Calls to Pastorates, 1927-1936 
 Clippings, 1940, 1947, 1954, n.d. 
 Correspondence, 1943-1972 
 Cults, 1962 
 Funeral and Wedding Services 1966-1974 
 Job Description, First RCA, Zeeland, Michigan, 1974-1975 
 Heidelberg Catechism Notes, n.d. 
 Lectures, Evangelism, 1953 
 Lenten Devotions, 1947 
 Manuscripts, 1947, n.d. 
 Notes 
“A Spiritual Life Mission,” n.d. 
Spiritual Retreats, 1966, n.d. 
“The Spiritual Life,” n.d. 
 Orders of Worship for Preaching Appointments, 1966-1974 
 Personal Records of Baptisms, Funeral, Weddings, etc., 1926-1945, 1959-1974 
 Photographs, n.d. (17 images) 
 Programs for Evangelism, 1955-1956 
 Promotional Leaflets for Retreats, etc., 1947, 1972, n.d. 
 Published Articles, 1948-1958 
 Radio Messages 
  1-5, n.d. 
  “Serious Ailments and their Cure,” Temple Time, 1949 
  Station WASH, 1939-1968 
  Temple Time, 1949, 1954, 1966 
  Station WHTC, 1940-1968 
 Reports of Minister of Visitation, 1973-1974 
 Sermons, n.d., 1938, 1949, 1950-1955, 1993 
    
Box  2 
 
 Sermons (cont.) 
  1930-1972 
 
